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King George V Primary School
Curriculum Policy 2025

At King George V Primary School, our curriculum lies at the heart of everything we do. It is the vehicle through which we deliver our vision:

“To raise the aspirations of every child and give them the confidence to fulfil their potential through positive learning experiences.”

Our curriculum is ambitious and fully aligned with the National Curriculum (2014) and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework. It provides a coherent progression from the early years through to the end of Key Stage 2, ensuring continuity, depth and breadth of learning for every child.

Our curriculum is designed and developed by our teachers to meet the needs, interests and ambitions of our children and community. It is broad, balanced, and ambitious for all learners, ensuring that every pupil is equipped with the knowledge, skills and values they need to thrive as confident, compassionate and curious citizens in modern Britain.

This policy outlines the rationale behind our curriculum choices and the intent, implementation and impact of our curriculum offer, setting out our shared expectations for curriculum design, teaching, assessment and enrichment.


Curriculum Rationale
Given the context of our community, where pupils benefit from additional opportunities to broaden their experiences and raise aspirations, our curriculum has been deliberately designed to make learning meaningful and outward-looking. It reflects the unique needs and interests of our children, ensuring that learning feels relevant, engaging and connected to the wider world. We have chosen a thematic approach because it provides rich, coherent contexts for learning, enabling children to make links across subjects and apply their knowledge with purpose. This approach promotes curiosity, creativity and engagement, helping pupils see the relevance of what they learn and fostering a genuine love of learning (Ofsted Curriculum Research Review, 2021; EEF, 2021).
We want children to develop not only secure subject knowledge but also to think and work like historians, scientists, geographers, artists and designers—understanding the distinct disciplinary skills that shape each subject. Through this, pupils learn how knowledge is constructed, questioned and applied in different fields, supporting deeper understanding (Ofsted Subject Research Reviews, 2022–2023). In lessons, teachers share and model the key skills used by professionals, helping pupils understand how these apply in their learning and in real life (Rosenshine, 2012). Across subjects, pupils are introduced to the real-world careers and roles that use these skills, helping them make meaningful links between education and employment. This enables pupils to understand not just what they are learning, but how and why this learning matters.




By connecting learning to real-world contexts and future pathways, pupils recognise how their classroom experiences prepare them for future opportunities and raise their aspirations for life beyond school (EEF, 2018; Ofsted, 2023). Through this, our curriculum broadens horizons and helps children develop perseverance, curiosity and collaboration—qualities that will support their success in education and in life.
An emphasis on ensuring that children at King George V understand the value and purpose of their learning means they achieve their full potential and develop an aspirational mind-set (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021). It is our aim that pupils at King George V develop learning behaviours that not only equip them for the curriculum, but also provide them with lifelong skills, promoting metacognition and self-regulated learning (EEF, 2018). So that all pupils:

• achieve the best possible academic qualifications and standards, whatever their starting points or ability (EEF, 2021; Ofsted, 2023);
• have high levels of engagement, enjoyment and personal development (DfE, 2021; Ofsted, 2023);
• access a broad and balanced education that allows them to develop specialisms (Ofsted, 2021);
• develop existing and new interests and achieve their personal best in all that they do (EEF, 2021);
• are supported in their daily lives and inspired in their later life choices (DfE, 2021).

We want to foster a love of learning that endures throughout pupils’ lives. By teaching through themes, we ensure that the curriculum remains coherent, engaging and inclusive, while maintaining clear progression in knowledge, skills and understanding across all subjects. This reflects evidence that pupils learn best when new ideas are connected to prior knowledge and taught within meaningful contexts (Rosenshine, 2012; Sweller, 1988; Ofsted, 2021; EEF, 2021).

This approach ensures that our curriculum truly embodies our vision and translates it into everyday classroom practice, raising aspirations and giving every child the confidence to fulfil their potential through positive learning experiences.


















Curriculum Intent

Our curriculum ensures that all children are at the centre of a broad, varied and stimulating learning experience that is enjoyable, purposeful and relevant to their future. Our curriculum is designed to develop the whole child — academically, socially and emotionally — ensuring that pupils are healthy, happy and ready for life beyond primary school. It is designed to inspire awe and wonder, promote positive mental health and wellbeing, and motivate a lifelong commitment to learning (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021).

We want every child to:

• develop secure knowledge, understanding and skills across all subjects so they can know more, remember more and do more over time (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021);

• become independent, reflective learners who understand why they are learning and how their learning connects across disciplines, developing metacognitive and self-regulatory skills (EEF, 2018);
• learn like historians, geographers, artists and scientists, understanding the distinct knowledge, enquiry methods and disciplinary skills of each subject (Ofsted Subject Research Reviews, 2022–2023);
• embrace our school values of Responsibility, Ambition, Respect, Courage and Pride, demonstrating them in their learning and behaviour, fostering character, resilience and citizenship (DfE, 2021);
• gain cultural awareness and life skills through meaningful, real-world experiences, visits and community engagement, developing cultural capital and social understanding (Ofsted, 2023; DfE, 2021).

Our curriculum intends to support pupils to demonstrate our following core values:

 Responsibility, Ambition, Respect, Courage and Pride in their behaviour and learning:

• I take responsibility for my behaviour and learning. I show friendship and kindness to others.
• I show ambition by always trying my best. I dream big and believe that I am capable of achieving anything I work hard at.
• I show respect by being polite and considerate towards others. I celebrate and care for others in school so that we can all feel safe and happy, and learn and grow together.
• I show courage by trying new learning challenges and never giving up.
• I show pride by always producing the best work I can and enjoying my own successes.





Our intent is that pupils know more, can do more and remember more over time. This is achieved through a carefully sequenced, progressive curriculum that builds and revisits knowledge, links learning across subjects and year groups, and enables children to make meaningful connections. This design reflects cognitive science principles of spaced retrieval and schema-building, supporting secure long-term memory (Rosenshine, 2012; Sweller, 1988; EEF, 2021). We design for horizontal (across subjects), vertical (across year groups), and diagonal (across both) progression, ensuring coherence and cumulative understanding.

Our curriculum:
• builds strong foundations in reading, writing and mathematics, ensuring all pupils are confident communicators and problem solvers, supporting equity and access to the wider curriculum (EEF, 2021; Ofsted, 2023);
• provides rich, thematic learning through our teacher-designed curriculum, supported by the eduu.school curriculum, offering real-world relevance and deep engagement (Ofsted, 2021; EEF, 2021);
• promotes equality, inclusion and personalisation for every child, with adaptive teaching and scaffolding to remove barriers and promote independence (EEF, 2021; Bruner, 1978);
• ensures children are challenged to think deeply, question, analyse and create, developing higher-order 
thinking skills through Bloom’s Taxonomy, encouraging critical thinking and creativity (Bloom, 1956; EEF, 2021).

Reading Across the Curriculum

Reading is a central driver of our curriculum. We believe that every child should be empowered to access, enjoy and use reading as a gateway to knowledge and imagination. High-quality texts underpin our themes, inspiring curiosity and supporting pupils to read as historians, scientists, and geographers (Ofsted, 2023). Reading enriches vocabulary, deepens understanding, and enables pupils to connect learning across subjects (EEF, 2021). We ensure that pupils read widely and often, with fluency and comprehension, and that reading for pleasure is embedded within daily school life (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021).



















Curriculum Implementation

Our curriculum is implemented through a carefully planned, sequenced and connected thematic approach that ensures coherence and progression across all subjects (Ofsted, 2021; EEF, 2021).
All core and non-core subjects are mapped and sequenced to ensure clear links between subjects and year groups, helping pupils to know more, remember more and do more over time. These connections are captured in our whole-school curriculum map and subject progression documents, supporting cumulative knowledge development (Rosenshine, 2012; Ofsted, 2023).
Learning is intentionally sequenced to ensure clearly defined progression in both knowledge and skills within all subjects and across all themes. Teachers follow detailed theme plans that build on prior learning and ensure pupils are fully prepared for the next stage in their education (EEF, 2021).
Our curriculum is designed for depth of understanding. Pupils revisit key knowledge and concepts regularly to secure fluency and mastery, deepening their insight each time they return to an idea. This approach ensures that children do not merely cover the curriculum but embed it through repeated, meaningful application (Sweller, 1988; Ofsted, 2023).

Curriculum Structure

Learning across all key stages is carefully mapped to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum programmes of study and the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (2021). This provides smooth progression, alignment and transition throughout the school journey (Ofsted, 2023).

• Thematic units drive learning in the foundation subjects, creating connected contexts that help pupils to make links and apply knowledge with purpose.
• Themes integrate opportunities for reading, writing, computing and science through linked content, supporting literacy and cross-curricular understanding (EEF, 2021).
• A consistent lesson structure underpins high-quality teaching and learning, ensuring predictability and cognitive clarity for all pupils (Rosenshine, 2012; Sweller, 1988).

Lesson Design

To ensure consistency, clarity and high-quality learning across the school, all lessons at King George V Primary School follow a structured teaching sequence. This design reduces cognitive overload, supports memory retention and helps pupils to know more, do more and remember more over time. This structure ensures consistency across classrooms so that every pupil, regardless of teacher or year group, experiences the same high-quality pedagogy. Consistent routines maximise learning time, promote pupil confidence and provide equitable access to knowledge (EEF, 2021; Ofsted, 2023). As part of our evidence-informed teaching approach, we have deliberately adopted Teach Like A Champion (TLAC) strategies and Voice 21 oracy approaches. These support high levels of pupil participation, strengthen communication skills and help pupils articulate, reason and explain their thinking — enabling deeper understanding across the curriculum.






1. Retrieval Practice – revisiting and reinforcing prior knowledge to strengthen memory and retrieval fluency (Rosenshine, 2012; EEF, 2021).
2. Learning Intentions – sharing what children will learn and why it matters, to promote clarity, motivation and metacognitive awareness (EEF, 2018).
3. Explicit Vocabulary Teaching – introducing and practising key subject-specific language to deepen understanding and support disciplinary thinking (Beck et al., 2002; Ofsted, 2021).
4. Episodic Teaching – delivering learning in short, focused episodes to maintain engagement and optimise attention (EEF, 2021).
5. Active Participation – ensuring all pupils think, speak and engage through structured participation using Teach Like A Champion (TLAC) strategies (Lemov, 2021).
6. Independent Practice – allowing pupils to apply their learning through meaningful, scaffolded tasks that promote independence (Bruner, 1978; EEF, 2021).
7. Exit Tickets – assessing understanding at the end of each lesson to identify misconceptions and inform next steps (Black & Wiliam, 1998).
8. Oracy Development – pupils use Voice 21 strategies to articulate, reason and discuss their learning, developing vocabulary, confidence and critical thinking (Voice 21, 2021; Mercer & Dawes, 2008).
9. Deepening Learning – pupils extend and apply their knowledge using the higher-order skills of Bloom’s Taxonomy—analyse, evaluate and create—encouraging reflection, independence and ownership of learning (Bloom, 1956; EEF, 2021).

Assessment

Assessment is continuous and embedded throughout each theme. Teachers use formative strategies, questioning and exit tickets to check and respond to pupil understanding. End-of-theme Excels provide opportunities for summative assessment of knowledge and skills. Assessment information is used to identify misconceptions early, adapt teaching and plan targeted support, ensuring all pupils make progress from their starting points (Black & Wiliam, 1998; EEF, 2021). Subject leaders monitor coverage, progression and outcomes through pupil voice, work scrutiny and lesson visits to maintain consistency and quality (Ofsted, 2023).

Inclusion and Personalisation
All children, including those with SEND or EAL, have full access to the curriculum. Adaptive teaching and scaffolding ensure that learning is challenging, achievable and inclusive. Support is gradually withdrawn as independence increases, helping pupils build confidence and resilience (Bruner, 1978; EEF, 2021). Personalised learning pathways and enrichment opportunities enable every child to achieve their potential and thrive academically, socially and emotionally (Ofsted, 2023).




Wider Opportunities, Educational Visits, Fieldwork and Enrichment
Our curriculum extends beyond the classroom to provide real, purposeful learning that connects knowledge to the world around pupils. Carefully planned educational visits, fieldwork, visitors and enrichment experiences bring learning to life, deepen understanding and build cultural capital, promoting personal development and community awareness (Ofsted, 2023; DfE, 2021).

Every year group participates in a mapped sequence of trips, workshops and fieldwork experiences that directly link to their curriculum themes. These experiences strengthen learning connections, promote curiosity and enable pupils to apply their knowledge in authentic contexts.

Examples include:
• Visits to local and regional sites such as Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, Botanical Gardens, Carding Mill Valley, the National Space Centre and the Black Country Living Museum.
• Practical fieldwork including weather observations, route mapping, river studies and environmental surveys, supporting disciplinary understanding in geography and science (Ofsted, 2023).
• Workshops and visitors such as Roman, Greek and Egyptian history sessions, art and music workshops, and science investigations to enhance cultural and subject knowledge.
• Cultural and artistic enrichment through music performances, theatre trips and art gallery experiences to broaden horizons and appreciation of the arts.
• Community engagement through partnerships with local organisations, places of worship and family learning events, fostering respect, empathy and active citizenship (DfE, 2021).

Enrichment Themes

The enrichment programme at King George V Primary School promotes pupils’ personal development, behaviour and attitudes through stimulating and purposeful activities. The programme is organised into three categories—Creative and Expressive Arts, Leadership, Life Skills and Citizenship, and Wellbeing and Fitness—ensuring a balanced range of opportunities that develop the whole child.

Across the year, all pupils participate in at least one activity from each category and select the enrichment opportunities that reflect their interests and aspirations. These experiences encourage creativity, teamwork and leadership, empowering pupils to contribute positively to their school and local community. Through enrichment, children develop the knowledge, skills and values needed to make a lasting difference (DfE, 2021; Ofsted, 2023).









Examples include:
• Junior Journalists – creating and publishing a school newspaper.
• Culture Quest – exploring global cultures through art, music and language.
• Stage Stars – developing performance, voice and teamwork.
• Kindness Crew – leading acts of compassion within the community.
• Planet Protectors – engaging in environmental projects.
• Voices of Change – empowering pupil leadership and democracy.
• Mindful Makers, Little Life Savers, Nature & Nurture, Game Changers, Fitness & Fun, and Gardening & Growing clubs.
These enrichment opportunities complement the thematic curriculum by promoting enjoyment, aspiration and personal development. They equip pupils with the skills and confidence to contribute positively to school life and the wider community, ensuring every child leaves King George V Primary School with curiosity, compassion and pride.

Curriculum Impact

First and foremost, we aim to instil in our children a lifelong love of learning and an understanding that education is a journey of growth and discovery. We want every pupil to feel safe, valued and confident to express, celebrate and reflect on their learning achievements. By developing self-belief and resilience, pupils recognise their personal and academic progress and take pride in their success (EEF, 2021; Ofsted, 2023).

We are committed to securing pupils’ fundamental skills in language, literacy and mathematics. Strong foundations in these core areas enable children to access the full curriculum and communicate effectively as learners. Reading is at the heart of this approach — we ensure that pupils read widely and often, with fluency, comprehension and enjoyment. This not only supports attainment but also develops curiosity, imagination and independent learning across the curriculum (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021).

While we value measurable outcomes, we recognise that the true impact of education cannot always be captured through data alone. We therefore take a holistic view of progress, considering pupils’ personal development, wellbeing and readiness for the next stage of their education. We see every child as an individual with unique talents, aspirations and challenges, and we strive to ensure that each pupil leaves King George V Primary School ‘secondary ready’ — equipped with the knowledge, confidence and character to thrive in life beyond primary school (DfE, 2021; Ofsted, 2023).

We define progress as the widening and deepening of essential knowledge, skills, understanding and behaviours. This definition reflects cognitive and mastery-based models of learning, in which knowledge is revisited and applied in new contexts to strengthen understanding and independence (Rosenshine, 2012; Sweller, 1988; EEF, 2021). Our pupils leave King George V Primary School as curious, creative and confident learners — ready to succeed in the next stage of their education and to contribute positively to society.





Monitoring and Review

The implementation and impact of the curriculum are monitored regularly by school leaders through lesson observations, book reviews, pupil voice, assessment analysis and curriculum reviews. Findings inform school improvement priorities and staff professional development, ensuring that teaching continues to evolve in response to evidence and need (Ofsted, 2023; EEF, 2021). Our approach to ongoing review aligns with the principles outlined in the EEF’s ‘Putting Evidence to Work: A School’s Guide to Implementation’ (2021), ensuring a structured, research-informed cycle of planning, implementation and evaluation.


Linked Policies

• Teaching and Learning Policy
• Assessment and Feedback Policy
• SEND Policy
• Equality and Diversity Policy
• Personal Development Policy
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